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was dismissed from the author's desk; and — making
but a narrow allowance for the operations of the tran-
scriber, printer, bookseller, etc., I think the elates I have
gathered together confirm the accuracy of what I have
often heard Scott say, that his second novel " was the
work of six weeks at a Christmas." Such was his recipe
"for refreshing the machine."
I am sorry to have to add, that this severity of labor,
like the repetition of it which had such deplorable
effects at a later period of his life, was the result of his
anxiety to acquit himself of obligations arising out of
his connection with the commercial speculations of the
Ballantynes. The approach of Christmas, 1814, brought
with it the prospect of such a recurrence of difficulties
about the discount of John's bills, as to render it abso-
lutely necessary that Scott should either apply again for
assistance to his private friends, or task his literary
powers with some such extravagant effort as has now
been recorded. The great object, which was still to get
rid of the heavy stock that had been accumulated before
the storm of May, 1813, at length determined the chief
partner to break up, as soon as possible, the concern
which his own sanguine rashness, and the gross irregu-
larities of his mercurial lieutenant, had so lamentably
perplexed; but Constable, having already enabled the
firm to avoid public exposure more than once, was not
now, any more than when he made his contract for The
Lord of the Isles, disposed to burden himself with an
additional load of Weber's Beaumont and Fletcher, and
other almost as unsalable books. While they were still
in hopes of overcoming his scruples, it happened that a
worthy friend of Scott's, the late Mr, Charles Erskine,
his sheriff-substitute in Selkirkshire, had immediate oc-
casion for a sum of money which he had some time before
advanced, at Scott's personal request, to the firm of John
Ballantyne and Company; and on receiving his applica-
tion, Scott wrote as follows: —

